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A MASSIVE sea and air search was continuing I 
last night for a light airc1aft which vanished over 
Bass Strait seconds after the pilot reported he 
was being followed by an unidentified flying 
object. 

The pilot, Mr Frederick Valentich, 20, of Avondale 
Heights, a Melbourne suburb, was on a flight from 
Melbourne to King Island on aturday night when r dio 
contact was lost at 7.12 pm. 

The plane, a 43,000 ingle·engined Cessna 182, is 
owned by Southern Air Services, of Moorabbin. Only 
the pilot was on board. 

In his last minutes of radio contact near Cape Otway 
1r Valentich told Melbourne control he was being fol­

Io wed by a large aircraft with four bright lights travel-
ling at high speed. 

· 

The Department of Transport last night released the 
following tape-recording of the ground-air conversation 
between Melbourn f) Flight Service and tho missing 
aircraft. I 

This is the transcript: 
7.06 pm: Pilot asked Melbourne Flight Service Unit 

whether there was any known traffic in the area below 
5000ft. 

Flight Service Unit: No known traffic. 
Aircraft: Seems to be a large aircraft below 5000ft. 
FSU: \Vhat typ of aircraft? 
Aircraft: I can't confirm. It has four bright lights. 

Appear to be landing lights. Aircraft has just passed over 
me a out lOOOft above. 
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By CAROLYN ARMSTRO 

FHI!.DEI ICK Valenli<:h's 

• o'llV ambition vas to be 
a I;i!ot . his father. Ir 
Guido Yal \ntich, said last� 
nig 1t. 

"OJ... I to k hun down to foor­
,tbb n • nd we wc111 up m n 

roplane an f'�cr ::,ince then 
h �.ml d lo lw .t pilot," .tr 
V lenhch .atd. 

"I dtdn'l l k • much n >lt c· unttl 
l e was 17 an�.i the JOlll d the 
Atr Traintng ' >rp-i.'' 

A c lm fr Valcnl!Ch xplatncd 
I st night that his son had 
lcf at 6.15 p.m. on Saturday 
to fly to King Island to pick 
up some lob. lcr for. nw nfft 
cers f the Air Tr, ining COI p:. 

"He 1 tended to get back at 10 
o'clock tlw same night." h� 

id. "We were . pectmg him 
home l call nothcr fanllly 
\ •as h ving a socbl n unio1. 
.md he \ · .- c.omml{ too." 

F'rcd rtck Valcnttch had 1\l\c'l' 
flo u1 o Kin Island at night 
b •for although h had mad · 

three or four trips there in 
d yli •ht. 

Th young p1lot had ·m mstru­
mcnt rating nd he had flo vn 
with • n unrcs rtctect lie nee 
smce Fet>ruary. 

H • . p nt three years 111 th Atr 
Tr. ining Corps before b om­
mg an mstru\'lor. 

He did most ' r hls p!lot traming 
with Southern Atr Scrvic s and 
had to pass only mctcorolo-.y 
· d erodrome lcgi::;lation be­
r re g.1!ning lis comm 'rCI<d 
licence. 

"H was •· ry ke n, qui ood 
and n t over comident:· Mr 
Val ntich sa d. 

Mr nd • r Val ntlch have 
thr e oth r chi dren, Ri hard 
12. and twin girls, Ohvi and 
L· r . 4. 

FSU: \ 7hat tvpc of aircraft'? 
Aircraft: I ( an 't <'onfirm. It has four bright lights. 

Appear to be landing lights . Aircraft has just passed over 
me about 1 OOOft ahov \. I 

r SU: Is l:lrg<' a i rcraft confirmccr. I 
Aircraft. Aflinnaii ...!. At the pecd it 's travelling arc 

th re an. HA. F aircra ft in the vicinity? 
FS r: e 1atl ve. 

()1' AN . 

7.08 pm. Aircraft: !>Iclhournc , it's approaching from due 
east to •ard· me. 1t :e< ms t be playing some sort of game. 
F'lying at speed l cannot estimate . 

•SU: \Vhat is your a lt itude ? 
Air -raft: 4500ft. 

FSU: Can you confit m you can't identify aircraft? 
Air<Taft: Aflirmat ive. 
7.09 pm. Aircraft: It's not an aircraft. It' . . . (break 

in tn n ·mission). 
FSU: ('� n you des Tibc ainT. ft? 

Aircraft: It is flying pa··t. It is a long shape . Cannot 
idt'nt ify m on' than that. Co,.ning for me right now. It 
seems to he stat ionary. I'm orb it ing and the thing is 
orbiting c n top of me also. lt has a gn·cn l ight and sort 
of metalli -- light on the outside. 

Aircraft then said the objcd ·anished . 
FSU: Confirm it has vanished. 

Aircraft: Affirmative. Do you know what sort of air· 
craft I've got'! Is it mil itary'? 

F. U: N·. 110 military trtlffic in th area. 
7.12 pm. Ai ·craft : Engine i ro 1gh-idling and is cough· 

in g. 
FSU: \Vhat are your intentions? 
Aircraft: Proceeding to Klllg I ·land. Unknov.-·n aircraft 

now hovering on top of me. . 
FSU Acknowledged that messag . 
There as then a long me all ic noise on the radio and 

contact with the aircraft was lost. 
Light aircraft began a visual and radio search when 

the plane failed to turn up at King Island on arrival 
time of 7.28 pm. 

An R AF rion from Edinburgh, South Australia -­

a long-range maritime reconnai ance aircraft - spent 
all <la ' 'C. t rday search ing the area off Cape Otway 
where th • plane disappeared. The pilot later reported 
hav ing �w<'n on oil slick in th area. 

The Orion 's navigator, Flight-Lieut nant Bill Sigston , 
said: '·\ ·c·v plant •d a marker buoy at th spot, about 
16 miles north of Cape \Vickham. Our aircraft vill be able 
t) fly direct to tl c spot tomorn w morning." 

But the rescue co-ordination centre cond ucting the 
·'arch from Melbourne remain: mystified by the disap-
JWaranC<'. 

'onditions on Saturday 
r ight and all day ye:terda)· 
were ideal, with fine 
weather, a mild north­
' 'Csterly breeze and almost 
unlimited visibility. 

The mtssing aircraft was 

carrying a Ji(ejacket and a. 

"black box" radio surv1val 
beacon transmttting on a hig'h 
distress frequency. 

Th Australtan Coastal Sur­
veillance Organisation in Car -
b rra ha.-; al 'rtcd all shippm�-: 

and 'three crl.\yfish 'boats 
quipped with radio ar workir.g 

their way up the we.st coast or 
King Island and toward Cape 
Otwa.v or the Cessna's flight 
path.

-

A thorough land search or 

Cape Ot ay and King Isl nd 

ha failed to fmd any trace of 

the aircraft. 
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The Klng Island flight s rvice 

un t reported last night that 
wreck ge would not be missed 
by an intensive search in 8uch 
deal conditions and the llkeJl-

hood was that the plane was 
underwater. 

The Department of Transport 
cuc:tomartly treats reports of 
Ui!"'3 tth scepticism. 

An offici 1 spokesman said the 
ptlot wa not an experienced 
nt ht flyer. H had been flying 
for 18 mo ths and was building 
up hours for commercinl 
pllol'.s li cnce. 

He had a nlg'ht r ling but 
had never. nown to King I 1 nd 
in darkness before. 

''It is po ible th t he could 
have bt.'Come disorientated," the 
spok sm n said. 

"The ircratt could have in­
verted and he could have seen 
th refl(.' tlons or th Cap 
otway and King Islandd light­
houses on the clouds ahove him." 

No explanation h. s been given 
for the long, loud metallic nol.se 
he· td by Iclbourne control. But 
offici Is dmit it wns not nor­

m� 1. 
Avlation cxpt'rt.o; ere last 

night c sttn doubt on th 

n u 
department's official e planation 
that the pilot could have been 
flying upside down. 

The prop11etor of Fogarty 
Fields Flying School, Mr Terry 
Fogarty, said it would be lmpos­
sible for a pllot to fly up e 

down for more than 30 seconds. 
Even then tlle pUot would be 

hanging ln his seatbelt straps, 
rovered tn dust and books and 
unable to speak coher ntly on 
the radio. 

In addition, Lh engin would 
fall ·because the Cessna 182 has 
a wet-sump engine which would 
be starved of oil. 

Mr John Gorman, a private 
pilot ho return d from Ktng 
Island the same evening, said 
he p sscd Cape Ot ay t 5.48 
pm. 

"There was not a eloud tn the 
sky," he said. "Vi lbtuty wa 
first r: te." 

The 1 ck of cloud or humldit:y 
appears to rule out St Elmo's 
Fire - a ph JlOmenon which 
has led to a num'ber of UFO 
reports from pilots. 

In addition, lt was scarcely 
dark t the time of the pl ne's 
dtsappc. t cc &lid th t would 
have further reduced the likeli­

hood of the pilot' becoming 

·y 
disorientated and flying upside 
down. 

Reports from the e reh rea 
indicate that the sea tempera­
ture was around eight degree 
above freezing. But searchers 
b lieve a p11ot would stand a 

good chance of survival in the 
water it he w s �e ring a Jtfe­
jackct. 


